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Regular Meeting 1 
Borough of Leonia 2 

Minutes for August 15, 2005 3 
 4 

A  Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen County, New 5 
Jersey, was held this evening in the Borough Hall Annex, commencing at 7:34pm 6 
 7 
Council Present:   Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilwoman Dwarica, 8 

Councilwoman Heveran, Councilman LaBianco (arrived 7:40), 9 
Councilwoman Mitrani, Councilman Puzzo, Council President 10 
Ryan  11 
 12 

Council Absent: none 13 
 14 
Also Present: Fran Lehmann, Borough Clerk, David Russo, Borough Attorney 15 

(arrived at 7:38) Victoria Miragliotta, Borough Administrator 16 
 17 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi called the meeting to order. 18 
 19 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Council President Ryan led in 20 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 21 
 22 
OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 23 
 24 
Conditions of the Open Meeting Act have been met by Notice placed on the Bulletin 25 
Board at Borough Hall and notices sent to the Official Newspaper. 26 
 27 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 28 
 29 
Minutes August 1, 2005 - Councilwoman Dwarica made a motion, seconded by 30 
Councilwoman Mitrani to approve the Minutes of August 1, 2005. Councilwoman 31 
Dwarica made a correction on line 60 the word inspection should have an “s”, and line 32 
113 remove the word “from”. Roll call vote: Councilperson Dwarica, Heveran, Mitrani, 33 
Puzzo, and Ryan voted yes. Minutes approved as amended. 34 
 35 
Closed Session Minutes August 1, 2005 – Councilwoman Dwarica made a motion, 36 
seconded by Councilman Ryan to approve the Closed Session Minutes of August 1, 37 
2005. Roll call vote; Councilperson Dwarica, Heveran, Mitrani, Puzzo and Ryan voted 38 
yes. Minutes approved. 39 
 40 
Closed Session Minutes July 18, 2005 – Councilman Ryan made a motion, seconded by 41 
Councilwoman Dwarica to approve the Closed Session Minutes of July 18, 2005. Roll 42 
call vote; Councilperson Dwarica, Heveran, Mitrani, Puzzo, and Ryan voted yes. Minutes 43 
approved. 44 
 45 
 46 
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COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC 47 
 48 
Elizabeth Soh – 309 Beechwood Place- Spoke regarding speeding on Beechwood Place. 49 
Mayor Cherchi responded to Mrs. Soh’s concern. 50 
 51 
Mr. Rick  Heckman - 438 Greenway Drive – Handed out a map explaining the gates by 52 
the Madonna Cemetery. Mr. Heckman gave a history of the gate on Fairway Drive. Mr. 53 
Heckman would like to have a new gate put in. Mr. Heckman would like the Governing 54 
Body to contact the Cemetery and see if the situation can be rectified. 55 
 56 
Ms. Wilson – 411 Fairway Drive – Owns the property where the gate on Fairway Drive 57 
is. Ms. Wilson explained to the Governing Body and the audience why she requested to 58 
have the gate closed. 59 
 60 
Horace Wilson – 411 Fairway Drive – Mr. Russo was at the site on Sunday. Mr. Wilson 61 
would like to have street maps printed. 62 
 63 
Mark Olkowski  425 Ridgeland Terrace – One of the neighbors that has utilized the gate. 64 
Would like to see a solution to the problem with the gate on Fairway Drive. 65 
 66 
Gil Hawkins – 123 Knapp Terrace – Recent work done on Station Parkway: all the storm 67 
drains except one have new storm drain heads. Mr. Hawkins hopes that the drain head 68 
will be replaced. Mr. Hawkins also noted that someone is dumping tires and blacktop 69 
behind the synagogue by Sylvan Park. 70 
 71 
Martin Monaco – 352 Highwood Avenue – Thanked the Council for getting rid of the 72 
hazards at the Recreation Center. Asked the Council if they were going to respond to the 73 
letters he has sent. Mayor Cherchi stated the subject of sidewalks would be on the next 74 
agenda. 75 
 76 
Kathy Sommer – 438 Greenway Drive – Also spoke regarding the gate at Fairway 77 
Cemetery. Requested the Governing Body come up with a way to accommodate 78 
everyone’s needs. 79 
 80 
REPORTS 81 
 82 
 Standing Committees 83 
 84 

Finance & Personnel Councilwoman Mitrani reported on a meeting held that 85 
evening regarding the pending retirement of the Construction Official and how 86 
they would like to restructure the office. 87 
 88 

 Laws & Ordinances – Nothing to Report 89 
  90 
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Police -   Commissioner Ryan explained the Table of Organization he distributed 91 
from Chief Ziegler. The new Police Officer is at the Police Academy. There has 92 
been a discussion about limiting the number of Detectives 93 
 94 
Fire - Commissioner Heveran reported on a drill she attended using hydraulic 95 
tools. There were 28 incidents for the month of July. There was an incident the 96 
previous evening where a home was struck by lighting during the storm. The 97 
thermal imaging equipment was used successfully to locate where the house was 98 
struck. 99 
 100 

 Ambulance – Councilwoman Dwarica reported that the total number of calls for  101 
July was 77. Councilwoman Dwarica commended the way the members of the 102 
corps responded to an elderly neighbor they were very professional and caring. 103 

 104 
Public Works – Councilman Ryan stated that a new pipe will be installed at 105 
Station Parkway. Councilman Ryan deferred the rest of the report to the Borough 106 
Administrator. 107 

 108 
 Real Estate and Insurance – Nothing to Report 109 
  110 

Borough Administrator- The Borough Administrator reported on the ongoing road 111 
construction projects. Road Improvement Program plans are ready to go out for 112 
bid. Magnolia bids will be opened this week and the plans for Beechwood are 113 
almost complete. The ambulance corps generator is posing a problem. We have 114 
tried to obtain a second quote, but it has been difficult to find someone interested 115 
in the job. We are going to try for a third quote. If we are unsuccessful, the project 116 
will have to go out for bid. Recreation ramp renovation will start the end of the 117 
week or the beginning of next week. There will be no action at 161 Leonia 118 
Avenue until the end of September, when the Board of Adjustment meets again 119 
We have to act on very quickly on the Grant for Borough Hall. Interviews for  120 
staff for the Health Department are being held this week. There is a new round of 121 
grant funding from the State. There is one grant in particular that allows records 122 
to be put on CD’s.  We have received our stormwater permit. Mayor Cherchi 123 
asked about the quote for Reldyes Avenue. The Borough Administrator explained 124 
that we can ask for a quote in this particular round of street repairs. It could not be 125 
included  in Leonia Avenue because it was a grant and it was cost prohibitive. 126 
Councilwoman Mitrani asked about Highwood Avenue. The Borough 127 
Administrator explained that this street is in next year’s plan for improvements. 128 

  129 
Mayor - Mayor Cherchi spoke to the Chairman of the Board of United Water, 130 
with regard to the area in front of Tekote Company.  The water company is going 131 
to move the valve and this should solve the problem with the continuous water 132 
leak. 133 

  134 
Special Bodies of the Borough – Nothing to Report 135 

 136 
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 137 
 138 
 139 
RESOLUTIONS 140 
Resolution 05-200, 05-201, 05-2003 through 05-206 – Councilman Ryan made a motion, 141 
seconded by Councilwoman Dwarica to approve Resolutions 05-200, 05-201, 05-203 142 
through 05-206. On discussion, Councilman LaBianco stated he would not be voting yes 143 
on the Resolutions, as there is another bill for the “Peacock Litigation”. Roll call vote; 144 
Councilpersons Dwarica, Heveran*, Mitrani, Ryan and Puzzo* voted yes Councilman 145 
LaBianco voted. * Both Councilpersons Heveran and Puzzo voted no on the payment of 146 
the bill in the “Peacock Litigation.” This resulted in a tie vote, Mayor Cherchi voted yes 147 
to pay the bill. Resolutions approved. 148 
 149 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 150 
 151 
Introduction of Bond Ordinance 14-05 entitled: 152 
 153 

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE REHABILITATION OF 154 
SANITARY AND STROM SEWER LINES ALONG STATION PARKWAY 155 
IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF LEONIA, IN THE COUNTY OF 156 
BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO TRANSFER AND 157 
REAPPROPRIATE FUNDED APPROPRIATION BALANCES FOR SUCH 158 
CAPITAL PURPOSE, TO APPROPRIATE  THE SUM OF $60,000 TO 159 
PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO 160 
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH 161 
APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND 162 
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF 163 
SUCH BONDS. 164 

 165 
Councilperson Dwarica, seconded by  Councilperson Mitrani to adopt of first 166 
reading Ordinance 13-05. 167 

 168 
Roll call vote:  Councilperson Dwarica , Heveran, Mitrani, Ryan, Puzzo, voted  169 
yes. LaBianco voted no. Ordinance 14-05 introduced 170 

 171 
 172 
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE  173 
 174 
Adoption of Ordinance 13-05 entitled: 175 

 176 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 140 177 
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF LEONIA ENTITLED “FLOOD 178 
DAMAGE PREVENTION” (Public Hearing) 179 
 180 
                             Borough Clerk Read the Title 181 

 182 
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No public spoke. 183 
 184 
Councilperson Dwarica made a motion to adopt Ordinance 13-05,  seconded by 185 
Councilperson Ryan. 186 

             187 
            Roll call vote: Councilperson Dwarica, Heveran, LaBianco, 188 
            Mitrani Ryan, Puzzo, voted yes. Ordinance 13-05 adopted. 189 
 190 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 191 
 192 
05-202 Resolution – Resolution for Consent for Overpeck Park Sewer Connection. 193 
Mayor Cherchi reported that at the Meeting of August 1, 2005 he had requested Borough 194 
Attorney Russo to contact the Bergen County Improvement Authority, to inquire if they 195 
would give the Leonia portion of Overpeck Park additional consideration. Borough 196 
Attorney Russo reported on his meeting. Mr. Hawkins spoke on this resolution as the 197 
Council’s liaison to the County regarding the Overpeck Park. 198 
Councilwoman Heveran made a motion to approve Resolution 05-202, seconded by 199 
Councilwoman Dwarica. Roll call vote; Councilpersons Dwarica, Heveran, LaBianco, 200 
Mitrani, Puzzo and Ryan voted yes. Resolution 05-202 approved. 201 
 202 
Borough Hall Improvements –The Borough Administrator said the grant must be 203 
expended by June 2006. Included in your packet are two of the three proposals that were 204 
solicited. If anyone knows of an architect that may be interested please let me know by 205 
the end of the week. Mayor Cherchi would like Mr. Iovino to be a little more specific in 206 
his proposal 207 
 208 
Madonna Cemetery – Councilwoman Heveran would like to have a discussion and reach 209 
some sort of compromise. Councilwoman Dwarica asked where the gate could be moved 210 
to? Councilwoman Heveran said it would be the Borough right of way. Borough Attorney 211 
Russo explained the legal process that had been done. Mr. Russo explained that the 212 
Cemetery owns the fence and land. You can go through Hoeffleys Lane by car. There is 213 
another gate on Hilltop. The Cemetery owns the gate, the fence, property the fence is on, 214 
and the property it opens on is the Wilson’s. When the property was sold, no one reserved 215 
the right of way on the property. The Cemetery owns the gate, the fence and the lock. Ms. 216 
Wilson landscaped the property. Mayor Cherchi reported the lock was put on the gate at 217 
the request of the Leonia Police Department. Mayor Cherchi suggested that the neighbors 218 
meet with the Borough Administrator. It was decided that the Administrator would write 219 
to the  Cemetery requesting a new gate. 220 
 221 
Sidewalk Issues- Councilwoman Mitrani handed out information to the Governing Body. 222 
Councilwoman Mitrani feels that we need to have a comprehensive and easy way to 223 
enforce sidewalk regulations. This item was carried over to the September 7, 2005 224 
agenda. 225 
 226 
Ambulance Corps Generator – Mayor Cherchi asked whether it would be  less expensive 227 
to purchase a new generator instead of running a line underground from the Police 228 
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Department. The Borough Administrator said the quotes received thus far indicated a 229 
new generator is cheaper. Mayor Cherchi asked if she knew that there was a generator at 230 
the DPW that worked. The Borough Administrator reported that all reports have said it is 231 
too small to run. Councilman Puzzo asked what the generator was going to power? 232 
Mayor Cherchi asked if it would make sense to add the Library? The Borough 233 
Administrator said she was not sure if we should include the Library with their power 234 
problems, but we would look into it. 235 
 236 
Lakeview Traffic Study - Councilman Puzzo reported that it would be presented at the 237 
next meeting. Letters will go out to the residents. 238 
 239 
 NEW BUSINESS 240 
 241 
Indian Point – Councilman Ryan would like to discuss this at the next meeting. 242 
Councilman Ryan is asking everyone to consider a resolution urging the movement or 243 
closure of Indian Point.  244 
 245 
Police Table of Organization – The Governing Body held a discussion regarding the 246 
number of members for the Police Department. Mayor Cherchi would like an ordinance 247 
prepared deleting the position of two captains. The Governing Body held a discussion 248 
about the proposed change. Councilman LaBianco, seconded by Councilwoman Dwarica 249 
made a motion to change the table of organization reflect the following: one Chief, one 250 
Lieutenant, four Sergeants and 11 Police Officers. Roll call vote; Councilpersons 251 
Dwarica and LaBianco voted yes. Councilpersons Heveran, Puzzo and Ryan voted no. 252 
Councilwoman Mitrani abstained. Motion failed. After a discussion, the Governing Body 253 
decided the Police Commission should review this and they should report at a future 254 
Council meeting. Mayor Cherchi would also ask the Commission to study the number of 255 
Detectives in the ordinance. 256 
 257 
Corrective Action Plan – Mayor Cherchi reported that the CFO has prepared the 258 
Corrective Action Plan and asked if anyone had any questions regarding the comments or 259 
questions. No one had any comments or questions. 260 
 261 
CORRESPONDENCE 262 
 263 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 264 
 265 
Gill Hawkins 123 Knapp Terrace – Regarding Indian Point, the River Keeper has spent a 266 
lot of time on this issue. The Environmental Commission has also spent sometime on this 267 
issue. 268 
 269 
Martin Monaco - 352 Highwood Avenue suggested the Borough Administrator contact 270 
the military for a generator. 271 
 272 
Joseph Muzio - 69 Glenwood Ave – Spoke to the Governing Body regarding letters from 273 
the Leonia Taxpayers Association. Mr. Muzio would like to know why nothing has been 274 
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done on the list. Mr. Muzio asked why the barricade at the end of Prospect has not been 275 
repaired.  276 
 277 
Mr. Rick Heckman 438 Greenway Drive – 438 Greenway Drive – Thanked the Council 278 
for taking the time to consider the gate at the Cemetery. 279 
 280 
CLOSED SESSION 281 
 282 
Councilperson Dwarica made a motion to go into closed session, seconded by 283 
Councilperson Puzzo.  All in favor 284 
 285 
There being no further business, Councilperson Dwarica made a motion to adjourn the 286 
meeting at 9:55pm, seconded by Councilperson Heveran to adjourn the meeting. All in 287 
favor, none opposed meeting adjourned. 288 
 289 
Respectfully submitted, 290 
 291 
 292 
Fran Lehmann 293 
Borough Clerk 294 
 295 


